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There is a good chance that Don-
ald Trump's polling lead in the 2024
presidential election is more fragile
than it looks.

The most immediate problem for
him is the fact that he's on trial ina
criminal case. Even if Trump isn't
convicted, the trial keeps him away
from the trail.

There is also the issue of the cam-
paign itself, which is a smaller affair
than his 2020 effort, with fewer re-
sources. “The situation has alarmed
GOP officials in key states, like Ar-
izona, Georgia and Michigan, who
have yet to receive promised fund-
ing, staff or even briefings on the
new plans since the Trump team
took controi of the Republican Na-
tional Committee in March,” The
Washington Post reports.

Trump could very well hold his
lead through the summer and into
the fall but still fail to turn stated
preferences into actual votes. What
looks solid in the numbers could
turn out to be ephemeral in the fi-
nal tallies,

It's much too early to say wheth-
er the polls are right or wrong. What
we can say, however, is that the for-
mer president and his allies are al-
ready laying the foundation for an
effort ontest — or even try to
overturn — the results of the No-
vember election if voters don't re-
turn Trump to the White House

For Trump, a man who seems
to live in the eternal present,
the steal” never actually ended. He
maintai s he did 3, 2020,
that he won the presidential elec-
tion that put Joe Biden in the White
House. Last month. he told an au-
dience in Wisconsin, “We won this
state by a Jot.” (He lost it by 20,682
votes) He told Time magazine, in a
recent interview, that he “wouldn't
feel good™ about hiring anyone who
believed that Biden was the legil
mate winner of the last presiden-
tial election. Asked if he would ac-
cept the results of the 2024 election,
Trump said that he would, “if every-
thing’s honest.”

Of course, for Trump, if he doesn't
win, then it isn't honest.

But it isn't just Trump priming
Republican voters to reject the re-
sults of the November election if
Biden prevails. His allies are doing
the same.

Sen. JD Vance of Ohio told CNN

Z

election,” he and every other Re-

tica
cept the results.” Meaning that if
Trump does not win, then the elec-
tion will not have been free and
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fair. Vance, who is so eager to serve
as running mate to Trump that he
made a pilgrimage Monday to the
Manhattan courthouse where the
former president is on trial for pay-
ing hush money to cover up his af-
fair with a porn actor, has also said
that if he were vice president in
2020, he would have
told states to submit
alternate slates of
electors.

Rep. Elise Stefan-
ik, R-N.Y., has said
that she will accept
the results if they are
“constitutional”and § A \{ ] |
Sen. LindseyGraham, T\ 1+ 1
R-S.C., has said that BOUIE
he will accept them
if “there’s no massive  The New York

crowd, would constitute an unfair.
un itutional election

on the fantasy that the United States
had been besieged by illegal immi-
grants. It remains a useful boogey-
man as the former president revs
up his supporters with spittle-fleck-
ed attacks on immigrants, who he
says are “poisoning the blood of our
country.” If one set of Trump allies
is spreading the no-

tion ofan unfair elec-

¥ tion. another set is

building out what that

might mean by plac-

ing the specter of ille-

gal voting by migrants

and immigrants living

E in the country without

i Jegal permission at the
center of their rhetori-

cal agenda.

“We all know intu-
itively that a lot of il-
legals are voting in
federal elections, but it’s not been

Times

free,
in which the results were shaped by
“ ive cheating™?

‘massive
Recall that after the 2016 pres-
idential election, Trump blamed a
wave of illegal voting for his popu-
lar-vote defeat. “In addition to win-
ning the Electoral College in a land-
slide, 1 won the popular vote if you
deduct the millions of people who
voted illegally.” he said on Twitter.
Tllegal voting was a useful boogey-
man for a president-elect who ran

thing that is easily provable,”
House Speaker Mike Johnson said
last week at a news conference he
called to support a new bill that
would ban immigrants living in the
country without legal permission
from voting in federal elections. This
is already illegal under existing fed-
eral law, but Johnson insisted on the

presidential election, was joined at
the news conference by Rep. Chip
Roy, R-Texas, and Sen. Mike Lee,
R-Utah, two so-called constitution-
al conservatives who initially urged
the White House to try to contest
and overturn the 2020 results in the
weeks leading up to Jan. 6. “We owe
it to ourselves, to each other, most
importantly to the American peo-
ple. to make sure that those mak-
ing decisions on behalf of our gov-
ernment and who's going to serve in
government in elective office are in-
deed empowered to make those de-
cisions,” Lee said, validating the fic-
tion that recent US. elections have
been shaped, even stolen, by ram-
pant illegal voting.

Also present was Stephen Miller,
the MAGA apparatchik behind some
of the former president’s most vi-
ciously anti-immigrant rhetoric,
who railed against noncitizen vot:
ing in characteristically apocalyp-
tic fashion. “Democracy in Amer-
ica is under attack.” he said of the
“wide-open border and obstruction
of any effort to verify the citizenship
of who votes in our elections.”

With all of this, we are getting a
first look, of sorts, at the next “stop
Trump could win

measure as necessary in

the face of uncertain information.
Johnson, who voted in 2021 to

overturn the results of the 2020
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pain. Born on May 19,
1964, to Kathy Peck-Palmer. Kelly
grew up in Riverton and West
Jordan, Utah. A 1982 West Jordan

e
the Ne election outright, in
which case, there is no need for an
elaborate conspiracy to explain the
results. The election. as Vance said.

.§t0p the Steal’ becomes your motto

will have been “free and fair.”

But let's say Biden recovers lost
ground. Let’s say he wins the Elec-
toral College with narrow victo-
ries in key swing states as he did in
2020. Let’s say that a few of those
margins are exceptionally slii
few thousand votes here, a few thou-
sand votes there. We know what will
come next. Trump will cry out “ille-
gal voting” and most of the Repub-
lican Party will follow suit. They 1l
say that Democrats encouraged it
with “open borders” and demand
that states overturn the results.
And Trump, notably, has not ruled
out the use of violence to get what
he wants.

1f the Republican Party could,
for a moment, break itself from
Trump’s influence, it would see
that there’s a much easier explana-
tion here: that Trump, for all of his
bombast, is not actually an elector-
al juggernaut and that the solution
to this problem is just to put him out
to pasture.

Most of the time, when their stan-
dard-bearers can't close the deal
with the voting public, U.S. political
parties move on. Not so with this
Republican Party. It can neither
move on from Trump nor accept
that he's a divisive and unpopular
figure for a large part of the Amer-
ican public.

Some of this, it's true, comes
from the fact that much of the par-
ty is caught in the snare of the for-
mer president’s cult of personality.
But some of it runs much deeper.
The Republican Party never moved
on from Richard Nixon's “silent ma-
Jority,” from the notion that it alone
Tepresents the supposedly authentic
people of the United States. Dem-
ocrats, no matter how many votes
they get or how many elections they
win, cannot, in this view, legitimate-
Iy claim to represent the nation.

From the Tea Party to Mitt Rom-
ney’s “47%" to Trump’s make-be-
lieve tales of fraud and illegal vot
ing, Republicans treat Democratic
voters and Democratic majorities
as not quite right — not quite real,
not quite American. No matter how
many votes they earn or how many
elections they win, Democ
not, in this view, legitimately claim
to represent the nation.

We should not expect a Biden vic
tory. if it comes, to end the threat to
American democracy. With or with-
out Trump, a Republican Party that
cannot share this country with its
political opponents is a Republican
Party that will always look for one
way or another to stop the steal.
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Sandy, UT—On May Sth

breast cancer.
was born on April 11

Diane (Mrs BEE) was a
kind hearted unique women. Mom loved creating crafts, and
playing Bingo aiso loved to go fishing until she had a real good
Samourn. She had lots of frands that were st her riends Fom
time with her girfiriends over
coffee. They would get together for some Bonco or Kanasta. And
in her younger wilder days go out bar hoping then go out for
breakfast. She also liked to play match maker
She Married for 52 years to her Jove of her lfe Mark Booth.

parents and her cherished

by her Husband Mark

From a young age. Kelly found

joy in school sports and church

activities. vibrant  spirit

and witty humor left a lasting

n On everyone who knew her. Kelly's love for her cats

unwavering friendship with her closest and dearest

Denise Ergottino, bre her comfort and joy. She spent

many years in Las Vegas, where she loved the sunshine and warm

ather. Kelly enjoyed scenic drives, camping, and hiking. and

to Stevie Nicks and Wynonna Judd, among

was giving and welcoming when anyone came
to visit her and made the best el

Kelly is preceded in death by her sister, Bobbe Dee Paimer. She
leaves behind her loving mother. Kathleen Peck-Paimer. siblin:
Shawn (van Dan; Palmer, Tammy Lynn Smith. Tiffany (E5 Aldous.
and Jason (Brittany) Paimer numerous nieces. nephews,
aunts, uncles, and cousins, all of whom will miss her dearly

The family will arrange a graveside memorial later this year 1o
honor Kelly's memory. Now reunited with her sister Bobbie, Kelly
is remembered as an angel in heaven, watching over those she
loved. Her spirit, love, and resilience will forever be in the hearts

preceded in death
wife Bonne Gutierrez

best can recall his larger than e

Memorial Murray with grave side
services immediately following at Murray City Cemetery
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was the third of four children
Roger (Nannette), Sandy (loe
Steve (Mardi

Peggy was raised in Sakt Lake
City in the Sugarhouse area where
she attended Garfield. Clayton Jr.. and Highland High Schools
She had a wonderful childhood and soent many happy days with
her friends on Blaine Avenve.

During her iife, Peggy married three times, first to JR Barney
then to John Newborn and finally to Daniel Griffes. Daniel and
Peggy spent 38 years together

In 1971, Peggy accepted a job with Travelers Insurance, not
knowing that this would lead to a lifetime carwer in the Madica:
Insurance industry. She retired in 2020, finishing out her career
at EMI Hoalth. Along the way, she made many close friends. She
loved teaching and mentoring. She was admired and respected
by her peers.

She loved taking her family on adventurous camping and
boating trips. time in southern Utah, especially
Canyonlands was one of her favorite places to relax and enjoy
the

y.
Peggy adored her children. Sons. Trent. Adam (Kari) and Michae!
Trish). and daughter. Natalie (Kelley). Her family expanded to
nclude thirteen grandchildren who she was extremely praud o
They were the light of her e
She aiso loved and adored her furry friends who brought many
happy memories.
'eggy 7 preceded in death by her parents and her brother
R
She is survived by her husband, Damiel sons
Kari) and Michae! (Trish). daughter, Natalie (Kelly
Mongold Loe). brother Steve Pearson (Mardi). an.
Nanette Pearson. She is aiso survived by her
Brinn, Kailye, Jayci. Keija, Aubri, Gabe N
Gregory, Anna, Veda and Nora
It s with great sorrow that we have lost an irreplace:
Aunt. Cousin, Niece. and
Peggy will shways be in cur hearts and remembered forever.
Funeral services wik be held at Larkin Mortuary, in Sandy Utah
May 17th at Tom

o Wite,
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Holladey, UT— Dad, Of course
today (May 21st) is all about
YOU. .2 day full of coke, cherry
™t cake, eclairs and lots of candy
We love and miss you and Happy
Birthday™ Love: Janet. Robin
Patei e & Lisa
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